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Revised May 3, 2026 

Over the years, Dow Graduate Association of North America (DOGANA) has received several 
requests from graduates of Dow University of Health Sciences (DUHS) for financial assistance 
with examination fees, residency applications, and travel expenses as they make their career 
transition to the United States.  
 
As a result of DOGANA’s commitment to assisting and guiding DUHS physicians with their 
postgraduate training in the United States, the Central Council of DOGANA thus started a loan 
program to address these financial needs. 
 

Below is the charter that the DOGANA Loan Program Committee has agreed to: 
 

Objective  
 Create a financial assistance program for Dow University of Health Sciences (DUHS) medical 

graduates that provides funds in the form of interest-free loans to qualifying DUHS medical 
graduates, when funds are available. 

 Provide a Loan Program application to all DUHS medical graduates who request an 
application via DOGANA website, by emailing info@dogana.org, or from referrals by other 
DOGANA Committees (such as YPC, Membership, etc.) 

 Review all applications for completeness and required documents. 

 Communicate with applicants for required information, if application information and/or 
documents are missing from application. 

 Determine loan recipients based on 5-point criteria review of application. 

 Provide loan recipient with DOGANA Loan Program Promissory Note upon notification that 
loan recipient has been awarded loan. 

 Monitor payment plan that loan recipients agreed to. 

 Contact loan recipient(s) when payment plan is in default. 

 Encourage DOGANA membership and outside appropriate organizations to donate to Loan 
Program on a regular basis to ensure funds are available for future loan program applicants. 
 

Committee Members 
 Members who are qualified to fulfill objectives of this committee. 

 Members should have a strong background in philanthropic work, community involvement, and 
fundraising efforts. 

 Committee comprises of DOGANA members rotating as Chair and Members.  

 All members must be either a DOGANA Lifetime or Annual member for at least one year prior 
to be considered for Loan Program Committee membership. 

 Maximum number has been determined to be nine (9) members, with four (4) members from 
the Central Council and five (5) members from general body of DOGANA.  

o Dr Tariq Khan, Committee Chair 
o Dr. Sumbul Meraj, Co-Chair 
o Dr Nureain Mirza, General Member 
o Dr. Saulat Mushaq, General Member 
o Dr. Aiman Touhid, General Member 
o Dr Sangam Kumar, General Member 
o Dr. Naushad Noorani, DOGANA President 2026 
o Dr. Arshad Khan, DOGANA Treasurer 2026 
o Dr. Danish Saeed, DOGANA Executive Director 
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 DOGANA current President, Treasurer, and Executive Director serve as Adhoc, non-voting 
members of Loan Program Committee. 

 All administrative duties will be performed by DOGANA’s Administrative Coordinator, who is 
not considered a voting or active committee member.  

 

Term 
 Chair: One-year term for maximum of 3 terms. The Chair to be appointed by the current 

President of DOGANA with approval by Central Council. Second term and extension after 
second term to be approved by the current President and Central Council. 

 The Central Council members will serve the duration of their elected term, and the non-
Central Council members will serve a maximum three-year term.  

 Members: One-year term for maximum of 3 years. Members to be approved by the Chair and 
majority of Loan Program committee members. Second term and extension after second term 
to be approved by majority of committee members. 

 Member can resign after submitting resignation to the Chair which will then be approved by 
the majority of Loan Program committee members. 

 Chair or committee member can be removed by the majority of committee members which is 
then voted by current President and Central Council. 

 

Voting/Quorum 
 Chair and committee members are voting members.  

 Adhoc members are non-voting members. 

 Majority indicates Quorum and approve any voting items. 
 

Meeting Frequency 
 Frequency is at the discretion of committee. 

 A meeting can be called by the Chair or two voting members. 

 Seven (7) days’ notice to be given for any meeting. 
 

Minutes 
 Chair to initiate agenda. 

 Minutes will be submitted to Central Council of DOGANA. 
 

Reporting 
 All reports will be submitted to Central Council of DOGANA 
 

Approval 
 Central Council has the authority to dissolve, realign or make any changes to the committee. 

 All loan recommendations from this committee to be approved by the Central Council before 
Treasurer sends loan funds to loan applicant. 
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Loan Program Outline 
 
Loan Amount 

The maximum amount loaned will be up to $3,000.00 per candidate. This is a non-interest loan 
that will be awarded in full and then must be paid back within 36 months either in full or in 
installments starting two (2) months after starting the residency. 
 
In the case that the loan recipient is unable to secure a residency spot, the loan recipient will not 
be obligated to pay back the loan.  
 
The applicant who receives this loan MUST send ALL RECEIPTS of what was purchased with 
this loan i.e. registration fees for ECFMG, registration fees for USMLE, ERAS application fees for 
residency, or travel receipts. 

 
Criteria for Applicants: 
1. Must be a Dow University of Health Sciences (DUHS, DMC, DIMC) graduate 
2. Must have applied on an open merit seat to medical school 
3. Must have at least 5 points from the following criteria (total points possible = 11): 

 

1 point for each (total points possible = 5) US clinical rotation, Research Publication, Research 
Abstract, Residency interview confirmation, or positive 
visa status (green card or H1 visa) 

2 points for each exam (total points 
possible = 6) 

> Pass score on Step 1; Step 2 CK or Step 3 score 
should be in the greater 90th percentile 

Please note if you do not meet all of the above criteria, but would still like to apply, we do 
consider every application and special circumstances can be made if a deserving applicant 
applies. 

 
Instructions on how to apply: 

1. Must send email to info@dogana.org requesting DOGANA loan application 
2. Must complete DOGANA Loan Program Application 
3. Must provide a copy of US or Pakistani passport 
4. Must provide a copy of DUHS degree 
5. Must provide full copy of ECFMG or USMLE exam results 
6. Must provide an updated Curriculum Vitae 
7. Must provide 2 Letters of Recommendation (at least one from the United States) 
8. Completed form with all supplementary documents listed above must be submitted to 

info@dogana.org for consideration
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